BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Monday, December 5, 2022
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ATTENDANCE

Chairman Joe Trombley; Vice-Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectman Bob Jordan and John Cody; Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard.  
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Trombley called the public meeting to order at 6:45 PM.

ENTER INTO NON-PUBLIC SESSION, RSA 91-A:3 II (b) hiring 
Motion by Chairman Trombley to enter into non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II (b) hiring.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 4-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen Gauthier, Jordan, Cody and Chairman Trombley all voting aye.  
RECONVENE

Chairman Trombley reconvened the public session at 7:00 PM in the Town Hall meeting room and via Zoom.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CONSENT CALENDAR
Intent to Cut for Dan Burtt at Old Nottingham Road, map and lot 010-007 was submitted for approval.  

Timber Yield Tax for Alan Dunn on Prescott Road, map and lot 022-024 in the amount of $102.69 was submitted for approval.

Abatement for Mark Farnworth at 62 Towle Road, map and lot 004-006-001 was submitted for approval.  Tax payment was applied to map and lot 004-006-002.  This is to correct the payment.

Abatement for Estate of Richard Fisher, map and lot 026-046-001 and 026-002 in the amount of $3,000.00 was submitted for approval.  
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the consent calendar as submitted.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.

BUSINESS
FIRE
Change in Status for Colby Campbell from permanent part time to full-time FF/EMT with a wage increase from $17.00 an hour to $24.50 an hour was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the change in status for Colby Campbell from permanent part time to full-time FF/EMT with a wage increase from $17.00 an hour to $24.50 an hour and one-year probation.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.
HIGHWAY BUDGET REVIEW

Road Supervisor David Reinhold discussed adding $30,000.00 to the plowing contractor line.  Depending on the weather Mr. Reinhold doesn’t think there is enough money in the budget to cover the contractors.  Discussion continued.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to add $30,000.00 to the plowing contractor budget line and if the money has not been used by February, a vote can be made to take it out of the budget at the Deliberative Session.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.
Mr. Reinhold would like to increase the equipment rental line to $22,750.00 to cover the sidewalk plow rental from January 1, 2023 – April 15, 2023.  Paying for the rental by the month or a one-time payment for 4 months was debated.  The contract has not been reviewed by the Board of Selectmen.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to table the sidewalk plow rental discussion until the next meeting.   Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.

WARRANT ARTICLES
ARTICLE  :   ACCRUED BENEFITS EXPENDABLE TRUST FUND

To see if the Town of Epping will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) to be placed in the previously established Accrued Benefits Expendable Trust Fund. This sum to come from unassigned fund balance. No amount to be raised from taxation. 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to place on the warrant and fund the Accrued Benefits Expendable Trust Fund with $50,0000 from the unassigned fund balance.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
ARTICLE  :  TOWN HALL IMPROVEMENT EXPENDABLE TRUST FUND 

To see if the Town of Epping will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) to be placed in the previously established Town Hall Improvement Expendable Trust Fund. This sum to come from unassigned fund balance. No amount to be raised from taxation. 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to not fund the Town Hall Improvement Expendable Trust Fund.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.
ARTICLE  : HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT CAPITAL RESERVE FUND 

To see if the Town of Epping will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000.00) to be placed in the previously established Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund. This sum to come from unassigned fund balance. No amount to be raised from taxation. 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to place on the warrant and fund the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund with $40,000.00 from the unassigned fund balance.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
ARTICLE  : WATSON ACADEMY REPAIRS EXPENDABLE TRUST FUND

To see if the Town of Epping will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) to be placed in the previously established Watson Academy Repairs Expendable Trust Fund. This sum to come from unassigned fund balance. No amount to be raised from taxation. 

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to place on the warrant and fund the Watson Academy Repairs Expendable Trust Fund with $10,000.00 from the unassigned fund balance.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
ARTICLE   : RECREATION FACILITIES EXPENDABLE TRUST FUND 

To see if the Town of Epping will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to be placed in the previously established Recreation Facilities Expendable Trust Fund. This sum to come from unassigned fund balance. No amount to be raised from taxation.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to place on the warrant and fund the Recreation Facilities Expendable Trust Fund with $5,000.00 from the unassigned fund balance.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
ARTICLE   :   LANDFILL CLOSURE CAPITAL RESERVE FUND

To see if the Town of Epping will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) to be placed in the previously established Landfill Closure Capital Reserve Fund.  
Motion by Selectman Jordan to add the Landfill Closure Capital Reserve Fund of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) as a warrant.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 3-1-0.  Selectman Gauthier voted nay.
ARTICLE   :  GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS EXPENDABLE TRUST FUND

To see if the Town of Epping will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000.00) to be placed in the previously established Government Buildings Expendable Trust Fund. This sum to come from unassigned fund balance. No amount to be raised from taxation. 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to place on the warrant and fund the Government Building Expendable Trust Fund with $40,000.00 from the unassigned fund balance.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
ARTICLE   :  EPPING YOUTH ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) in support of the Epping Youth Athletic Association. This sum to come from unassigned fund balance. No amount to be raised from taxation. 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to place on the warrant and fund the Epping Youth Athletic Association with $5,000.00 from the unassigned fund balance.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
ARTICLE   :   FIREWORKS CAPITAL RESERVE FUND

To see if the Town of Epping will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000.00 (Ten Thousand Dollars) to be placed in the previously established Fireworks Capital Reserve Fund. This sum to come from unassigned fund balance. No amount to be raised from taxation.  
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to discontinue the Fireworks Capital Reserve Fund and transfer the remainder amount to the general fund. Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
ARTICLE   :    CONSERVATION COMMISSION EXPENDABLE TRUST FUND

To see if the Town of Epping will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000.00 (Five Thousand Dollars) to be placed in the previously established Conservation Commission Expendable Trust Fund.  This sum to come from unassigned fund balance.  No amount to be raised by taxation.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to place on the warrant and fund the Conservation Commission Expendable Trust Fund with $5,000.00 from the unassigned fund balance.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.
ARTICLE   :    OPTIONAL VETERAN’S TAX CREDIT
Shall the Town of Epping approve the readoption of the Optional Veteran’s Tax Credit (RSA 72:28 II) to allow for the expansion of the criteria needed to qualify for the Optional Veteran’s Tax Credit of $750 to now include those service members that are currently serving and have not yet been honorably discharged from the armed services.  The readoption of the Optional Veteran’s Tax Credit, if approved would continue to offer a $750 tax credit to all honorably discharged Veterans that qualify under the current requirements but as of April 1, 2023, it would expand the eligibility requirements to now include those individuals that have not yet been discharged from active service. 
ARTICLE   :    ALL VETERAN’S TAX CREDIT

Shall the Town of Epping approve the readoption of the All Veteran’s Tax Credit (RSA 72:28.b) to allow for the expansion of the criteria needed to qualify for the All Veteran’s Tax Credit of $750 to now include those service members that are currently serving and have not yet been honorably discharged from the armed services.  The readoption of the All Veteran’s Tax Credit, if approved would continue to offer a $750 tax credit to all honorably discharged Veterans that qualify under the current requirements of (RSA 72:28.b) but as of April 1, 2023, it would expand the eligibility requirements to now include those individuals that have not yet been discharged from active service. 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the Optional Veteran’s Tax Credit and the All Veteran’s Tax Credit as warrant articles. Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve having the Optional Veteran’s Tax Credit and the All Veteran’s Tax Credit reviewed by the town’s legal services.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
ARTICLE   :    DISCONTINUE PROPERTY REVALUATION EXPENDABLE TRUST FUND

To see if the Town of Epping will vote to discontinue the Property Revaluation Expendable Trust Fund created in 2004. Said funds, with accumulated interest to date of withdrawal, to be transferred to the General Fund.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to discontinue Property Revaluation Expendable Trust Fund and return funds with accumulated interest to date of withdrawal, to be transferred to the General Fund.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
Chairman Trombley shared the following warrant article as a representative of the Conservation Commission.
TO ALLOCATE THE USE CHANGE TAX TO THE CONSERVATION FUND FOR LAND/EASEMENT ACQUISITION

To see if Epping will vote to deposit fifty percent (50%) of the revenues collected pursuant to RSA 79-A (the land use change tax) in the conservation fund in accordance with RSA 36-A:5 III as authorized by RSA 79-A:25 II, said funds to be used for conservation land and easement acquisition and costs associated therewith to protect the rural character of Epping. 

Motion by Chairman Trombley to add this as a warrant article “To allocate the use change tax to the conservation fund for land/easement acquisition”.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
For full details refer to the ETV tape.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Town Administrator

Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge announced the Holiday Party sponsored by the Epping Recreation Department and supported by the EMHS PTO on December 16 from 6pm-8pm here at the town hall.
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge said there will be a room dedication ceremony at the Harvey Mitchell Library on Saturday the 17th at 2 PM, The Charlie Goodspeed Community Room.
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN REPORTS
Selectman John Cody

No Report

Selectmen Tom Gauthier
Selectmen Gauthier commented how nice the meeting room looks with trees lighted.  Thank you, Recreation Department.
Selectmen Bob Jordan
Selectman Jordan reported that Santa Clause will be escorted through the Town of Epping by the Fire Department on December 18th from noon – 6 PM.
Selectman Joe Trombley

No Report
ADJOURN

Motion by Selectman Jordan to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.
Motion carried 4-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

Joyce Blanchard
Executive Secretary

_____________________________

Joe Trombley, Chairman

_____________________________

Tom Gauthier, Vice-Chairman
______________________________

Bob Jordan, Selectman

______________________________
John Cody, Selectman
Date:  December 12, 2022
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