BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Monday May 1, 2023
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ATTENDANCE

Chairman Joe Trombley, Vice-Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen John Cody, Bob Jordan and Pamela Tibbetts; Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Trombley called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

ENTER INTO NON-PUBLIC SESSION, RSA 91-A:3 II (a) compensation 
Motion by Chairman Trombley to enter into non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II (a) compensation. Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen Gauthier, Cody, Jordan, Tibbetts and Trombley all voting aye.  
RECONVENE

Chairman Trombley reconvened the public session at 7:10 PM in the Town Hall meeting room.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
RECOGNITION AWARDS

Recognition awards were given to Lt. Stephen Soares and Officer Cam Cundy who played on Team Police at the Battle of the Badges.  Both officers were the top fundraisers for Team Police for all the State of New Hampshire.  A small token of appreciation was given to each officer. 
CONSENT CALENDAR

Minutes from the Selectmen’s meeting on April 17, 2023 meetings was submitted for approval.

Payroll manifest for the pay period ending April 27, 2023 in the amount of $172,346.98 was submitted for approval.

Accounts Payable manifest for the period ending April 27, 2023 in the amount of $297,149.29 for the town was submitted for approval.
Large Assembly Permit for SouthEast Land Trust Annual Meeting on June 10, 2023 from 4pm-7pm was submitted for approval.
Blind Exemption for Gladys Cook at map and lot 029-212 was submitted for approval.
Elderly Exemption for Edward Ovitt at map and lot 038-010 was submitted for approval.
Yield Timber Tax for Otis, Melanie, Amos and Leslie Clapp at map and lots 009-001 + 9-002-001
in the amount of $852.45 was submitted for approval.
Yield Timber Tax for Jerry Thayer at map and lot 005-029 in the amount of $50.22 was submitted for approval.
Supplemental Intent to Cut for Jerry Thayer off of Route 125, map and lot 005-029 was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the consent calendar as submitted.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0.
BUSINESS
DEPARTMENT OF PUBIC WORKS
Letter of Resignation from Lee Keniston from the Road Crew was submitted for approval.

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the Letter of Resignation from Lee Keniston on the road crew with regret.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
Road Supervisor David Reinhold supplied a list for roads to be paved by Wolcott Construction in the amount of $665,447.50 for approval.  The roads that were discussed were Red Oak Hill, Rocky Lane, Old Orchard, Blake Road, Prescott Road, Academy Street, Lois Lane, Cote Street, Ryan Court, Morrill Court, Governors Lane and St. Laurent Street.  Mr. Reinhold stated he has approximately $250,000 in his budget and asked the Board of Selection for direction on how to get these roads paved.  Mr. Reinhold will prioritize the road list for the next meeting.
Road Supervisor David Reinhold explained the noise issues at the West Epping Sand Pit.  The trucks from the waterline project have permission to park their trucks and equipment there.  He has explained the noise ordinance to them and hopefully there will be no more issues.
WATER AND SEWER
Purchase order to Zenon Environmental Corporation for new membranes in the amount of $338,755.00 was submitted for approval.  Chairman Trombley would like to see the previous agreement for the first set of membranes. He would like to know if there are any contingency costs or refund if the project is done early.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the purchase order #498 to Zenon Environmental Corporation for new membranes in the amount of $338,755.00.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
FIRE DEPARTMENT

One bid was opened for the ambulance from Preque Isle Fire Department.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the bid from Preque Isle Fire Department in the amount of $20,200. Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.  The town seal needs to be taken off the ambulance first.
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

A letter of interest from Donald MacLaren and John Scully to be appointed onto the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the remaining term were submitted for approval.  
Chairman Trombley read both letters.  John Scully was at the meeting and gave his reasons he wanted to be on the Zoning Board of Adjustments.  He has been newly voted onto the Budget Committee and has been on the Conservation Commission for a year.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to appoint John Scully as a replacement onto the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the remaining term. Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
ETV PAY SCALE
ETV Coordinator Glenn Frederick provided a list of ETV Staff adjustment pay scales for 2023 to be reviewed.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the following adjustments to the ETV Department;  Dan Bennis as Operator Assistance at $18.00 an hour, Jocelyn Cahill and Joshua Frederick as Operators at $20.00 an hour, Crystal Frederick as Senior Operator at $22.00 an hour and Glenn Frederick and Joe Denoncour as Coordinators at $24.00 an hour retroactive to April 1st from the revolving fund. Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
INTERNET CONNECTION

Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge met with a representative from Consolidated Communications (Fidium) to discuss rates.  More information needs to be gathered before a presentation is made to the Board of Selectmen.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to table the Internet Connection discussion.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Town Administrator
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge received the engagement letter from the Bond Counsel.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to accept the engagement letter from the Bond Counsel and have Chairman Trombley sign the form.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge announced the Low and Moderate Income Homeowner Property Tax Relief applications are on the town website and are ready for pick up at the town hall.
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge said the State of New Hampshire Representatives had asked to be here tonight but Mr. Dodge thought it was later in the month.  The Board of Selectmen will not be meeting with the Water and Sewer Commission tomorrow.  There is a lot going on and he will keep the Board up to date with meetings.
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge asked the Board of Selectmen to read the Lamprey River Co-op handout.  This will impact the budget for several years.  This will be on the agenda for the next meeting.
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN REPORTS
Selectman Tom Gauthier
Selectman Gauthier asked if there was a report on how well the “clean up day” went?  He saw a 
lot of blue bags out and was glad to see Mast Road was cleaned.
Selectman Pam Tibbetts
Selectman Tibbetts reported the Lion’s Club did a great job holding the Canoe Race.  There were 60 boats that traveled the river.  The boats were really moving with all the rain.  Everyone had a good time and they did an awesome job.  The water level is very high and people do need to be careful.
Selectman Cody asked if there was a large assembly permit for the Canoe Race.  We need to make sure Fire and Police are aware in case they are needed.  Extra detail for this needs to be built into the budget next year.
Selectman John Cody

No Report
Selectman Bob Jordan

No Report
Chairman Joe Trombley

Chairman Trombley discussed the Zoning Board appointment tonight, maybe it was premature to appoint John Scully as Don MacLaren was not notified to attend and speak on his own behalf.  Chairman Trombley apologized to Mr. MacLaren as he doesn’t think it was a fair appointment.
Chairman Trombley reported the article in the Fosters paper regarding the by-pass at the Sewer Department was all mistruths, the paper reported the story without all the facts.

Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge mentioned the Dump Policy still needs to be reviewed for approval.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.
ENTER INTO NON-PUBLIC SESSION, RSA 91-A:3 II (b) hire 

Motion by Chairman Trombley to enter into non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II (b) hire. Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen Gauthier, Cody, Jordan, Tibbetts and Trombley all voting aye.  
RECONVENE

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to seal the non-public minutes.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.  Selectman Jordan was excused.
ADJOURN

Motion by Selectman Tibbetts to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.

Meeting adjourned at 9:09 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Joyce Blanchard
Executive Secretary
_________________________________

Joe Trombley, Chairman

_________________________________

Tom Gauthier, Vice-Chairman
_________________________________

Bob Jordan, Selectman

__________________________________
John Cody, Selectmen
__________________________________
Pamela Tibbetts, Selectman
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