BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Monday May 15, 2023
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ATTENDANCE

Chairman Joe Trombley, Vice-Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen John Cody, Bob Jordan and Pamela Tibbetts; Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Trombley called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

ENTER INTO NON-PUBLIC SESSION, RSA 91-A:3 II (a) compensation (b) hire
Motion by Chairman Trombley to enter into non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II (a) compensation (b) hire. Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen Gauthier, Cody, Jordan, Tibbetts and Trombley all voting aye.  
RECONVENE

Chairman Trombley reconvened the public session at 8:00 PM in the Town Hall meeting room.  Selectman Gauthier was excused.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
NON-PUBLIC MINUTES
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the non-public minutes.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.
APPOINTMENT – MICHAEL VOSE

Representative Michael Vose presented an informational proposal for CCA (Community Choice Aggregation). This is a program that allows local governments to purchase electricity in bulk saving the town and residents money.  If the town is interested he can have a representative come to a meeting to answer detailed questions.  The consensus of the Board was to go forward and gather more information.
CONSENT CALENDAR

Minutes from the Selectmen’s meeting on May 1, 2023 meetings was submitted for approval.
Minutes from the Selectmen’s meeting on May 8, 2023 meetings was submitted for approval.
Minutes from the Selectmen’s meeting on May 11, 2023 meetings was submitted for approval.
Payroll manifest for the pay period ending May 11, 2023 in the amount of $174,540.20 was submitted for approval.
Accounts Payable manifest for the period ending May 11, 2023 in the amount of $1,575,523.42 ($1,000,000.00 for the school, $155,614.00 for the WWTF Loan, $260,537.00 for the Ambulance and $159,372.42 for the town) was submitted for approval.
Notice of Intent to Excavate in 2023 for Louise Beard, on Coffin Road, Map and Lot 023-002 after paying a $200.00 bond was submitted for approval.

Excavation Abatement for 2022 to Louise Beard, on Coffin Road, Map and Lot 023-002 in the amount of $108.04 was submitted for approval.

Elderly Exemption for Nancy Denault at map and lot 024-037-027 was submitted for approval.
Peddlers Permit for Gary Roy (Chick-Fil-A Food Truck) to attend McGee Toyota Car show event on June 3, 2023 from noon-6 PM was submitted for approval.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve the consent calendar A-G (all the above) as submitted.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0.
Intent to Cut for Society for the Protection of NH Forests at map and lot 020-049 was submitted for approval.

Chairman Trombley has questions regarding the property boundary lines and the possibility of trees being cut on town property.  He is hoping to hear back from the society and have his questions answered.
Motion by Selectman Jordan to table the Intent to Cut until Thursday giving Chairman Trombley time to have his questions answered.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0.
BUSINESS
DEPARTMENT OF PUBIC WORKS
Purchase order to Keep It Native, LLC for Japanese Knotweed control in the amount of $9,500. was submitted for approval.  

Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the purchase order #502 to Keep It Native, LLC for Japanese Knotweed control in the amount of $9,500.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.
Lamprey Regional Cooperative agreement for a Waste Disposal Agreement was submitted for approval.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to table the Lamprey Regional Cooperative discussion until the May 30th meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
WATER AND SEWER
Purchase order to Renew Mechanical Maintenance to install the second Xenon filter membrane train in the amount of $127,890.00 was submitted for approval.  
Motion by Chairman Trombley to table the purchase order #504 to Renew Mechanical Maintenance to install the second Xenon filter membrane train in the amount of $127,890.00.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.  Chairman Trombley would like to have an update from the W&S Department next Monday.
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Request to hire Brayden Bixby as a part time FF/EMT at $21.00 per hour was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the hiring of Brayden Bixby as a part time FF/EMT at $21.00 per hour pending background check.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.
Purchase order to Firematic Supply Company for 1 valve and adapter in the amount of $2,431.00 was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Cody to approve the purchase order to Firematic Supply Company for 1 valve and adapter in the amount of $2,431.00.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
Request for pay rate increase for David Walters FF/EMT for obtaining his CDL, from $21.00 to $21.42 was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the request for pay rate increase for David Walters FF/EMT for obtaining his CDL, from $21.00 to $21.42.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.
The New Hampshire Department of Safety, Homeland Security and Emergency Management Hazard Mitigation Grant was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the Hazard Mitigation Grant with permission to 

Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge to sign any necessary paperwork.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.
TAX WARRANT

The first tax warrant for 2023 in the amount of Eleven Million, One Hundred and Sixty-Six Thousand, Three Hundred and Fifty-Nine Dollars and Seventy-Five Cents ($11,166,359.75) was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the first tax warrant for 2023 in the amount of Eleven Million, One Hundred and Sixty-Six Thousand, Three Hundred and Fifty-Nine Dollars and Seventy-Five Cents ($11,166,359.75).  Seconded by Chairman Trombley.  Motion carried 4-0.
FINANCE

2023 State Form MS-535 that reports last year’s appropriations was submitted for approval.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve 2023 State Form MS-535 that reports last year’s appropriations.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
COVID UPDATE

Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge explained at present the town offers five days paid leave if an employee tests positive for COVID.  He suggested the Board of Selectmen to revoke that offer as the emergency is over locally and federally.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to lift all previously established COVID restrictions while still encouraging employees to stay at home if not feeling well.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
ETV
Purchase Order #505 to Castus Corporation for one-year of maintenance and streaming in the amount of $3,695.00 was submitted for approval.  
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the purchase order #505 to Castus Corporation for one-year of maintenance and streaming in the amount of $3,695.00.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 4-0.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Town Administrator
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge requested permission to close the Town Hall on Monday July 3, 2023 and let the employees use their earned time to have a four-day weekend.  
Motion by Selectman Cody to approve closing the Town Hall on Monday July 3, 2023 as long as the employees use their earned time.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN REPORTS
Selectman Tom Gauthier
Excused
Selectman Pam Tibbetts
No Report
Selectman John Cody

Selectman Cody wondered when the large wall mounted TV in the meeting room would be installed?  Chairman Trombley would like to have an acoustic study done first.
Selectman Bob Jordan

No Report
Chairman Joe Trombley

Chairman Trombley asked to have a public meeting on Thursday posted for 7pm, then adjourn to a non-public after that.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.
Motion by Selectman Cody to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
Meeting adjourned at 9:35 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Joyce Blanchard
Executive Secretary
_________________________________

Joe Trombley, Chairman

_________________________________

Tom Gauthier, Vice-Chairman
_________________________________

Bob Jordan, Selectman

__________________________________
John Cody, Selectmen
__________________________________
Pamela Tibbetts, Selectman

Date:  May 30, 2023
Tom Gauthier, Vice-Chairman was excused during the public meeting.
BOS May 15, 2023

PAGE  
7
BOS May 15, 2023


[image: image1.png]