BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Monday June 26, 2023
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ATTENDANCE

Chairman Joe Trombley, Vice-Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen Bob Jordan, John Cody and Pamela Tibbetts.  Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge and incoming Town Administrator Jake T. Roger.  Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard.
ENTER INTO NON-PUBLIC SESSION, RSA 91-A:3 II (a) compensation (b) hire
Motion by Chairman Trombley to enter into non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II (a) compensation (b) hiring.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen Pam Tibbetts, Bob Jordan, John Cody, Tom Gauthier and Joe Trombley all voting aye.

RECONVENE

Chairman Joe Trombley reconvened the public session at 7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Trombley called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
SEAL NON-PUBLIC MINUTES

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to seal the non-public minutes of June 26, 2023.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
CONSENT CALENDAR

Minutes from the Selectmen’s meeting of June 12, 2023 were submitted for approval.

Payroll manifest for the pay period ending June 22, 2023 in the amount of $175,763.99 was submitted for approval.

Accounts Payable manifest for the period ending June 22, 2023 in the amount of $904,968.30 ($426,166.22-MTBE Water Main Extension, $97,380.00-Membrane lost check, $75,144.00- Library Bond, $134,805.00-Land Purchase Bond, $63,115.00-Fire Department Truck and $108,358.08-Town) was submitted for approval.

Land Use Change Tax for map and lot 022-082-001-053 in the amount of $2,000.00 was submitted for approval.
Veteran’s Tax Credit for 022-082-001 for the 2024 tax year was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to remove the June 12, 2023 Board of Selectmen minutes.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the consent calendar as submitted.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the June 12, 2023 Board of Selectmen minutes.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0-1.  Selectman Cody abstained.
FIRE
Request for Ryan Boudreau to change status from part time to full time FF2/EMT at $24.50 an hour per pay matrix effective July 2, 2023 was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the request for Ryan Boudreau to change status from part time to full time FF2/EMT at $24.50 an hour per pay matrix effective July 2, 2023.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
Purchase order #511 to Zoll Medical Corporation for 1 CPAP unit in the amount of $17,500.70 was submitted for approval.  This will be paid form impact fees.
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the purchase order #511 to Zoll Medical Corporation for 1 CPAP unit in the amount of $17,500.70.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.
DPW 

Request to hire John Holmes part time to drive the roll-off truck on Mondays & Thursdays at $23.00 per hour was submitted for approval.  Road Supervisor David Reinhold reported Mr. Holmes only wants to work 16 hours.
Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve the hiring of John Holmes to drive the roll-off truck on Mondays & Thursdays at $23.00 per hour. Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.

Purchase order #514 to Alarm Systems Plus for installing, replacing emergency lights and exit signs in the amount of $3,750.00 was submitted for approval.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve the purchase order #514 to Alarm Systems Plus for installation, replacing emergency lights and exit signs in the amount of $3,750.00.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.

RECREATION
Pay Increase for Morgan Shanley as retuning lead staff with pay scale adjustment from $12.00 to $15.50 per hour effective June 9, 2023 was submitted for approval.

Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve the pay increase Morgan Shanley as retuning lead staff with pay scale adjustment from $12.00 to $15.50 per hour effective June 9, 2023.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.

Contract for Maeves Mobile Cocktail Hour to serve at the Epping Community theater on Comedy Night July 14th, 6PM-10PM was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to allow for Maeves Mobile Cocktail Hour to serve at the Epping Community theater on Comedy Night July 14th, 6PM-10PM.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.

Recreation Director Nicole Bizzaro thanked Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge for all his wise words and hopes he has a happy retirement.
7:15 PUBLIC HEARING – B & H ELECTRIC LLC
Chairman Trombley read the Public Hearing Notice for B and H Electric LLC home occupancy.   Discussion from the board and the owner Jarrod Barber regarding 2 employees with vehicles, no signage and no parking on the road followed.  Mr. Barber needs a place to create bids and will store small tools in his garage.  He stated if his business grows he will need to purchase or rent office space elsewhere.  Selectman Gauthier explained if he moved the permit will expire at that address.  
Chairman Trombley opened the Public Hearing to the public.  Abutter Deborah Brooks, 34 Daniel Drive spoke in favor of the Home Occupancy.  Due to Mr. Barber improving his home and not parking on the street (no added traffic), she has no concerns.

As there was no more public comment, Chairman Trombley closed the public hearing.

Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve the Home Occupancy at 35 Daniel Drive for B and H Electric LLC following the Town Planners Casey Wolfe’s recommendations.  Seconded by Chairman Trombley.  Motion carried 5-0. See attached memo.
Abutter Diane Gill, 26 Harvey Lane arrived late.  Jarrod Barber from B and H Electric LLC met with her outside the meeting.

7:30 APPOINTMENT – MICHAEL FECTEAU
Mr. Fecteau is requesting the town to discontinue Church Street Extension from the last private residents’ property line.  He owns the surrounding land and has a curb cut off of Calef Highway from the state for future development.  He will need to taper and grade the property properly. The history of the road being built, the water and sewer lines installation and removal was discussed.  He included a portion of land for the town truck to plow and to turn around in his plans.
Motion by Chairman Trombley for a conditional approval to discontinue a portion of Church Street Extension contingent on Town Counsel’s consent.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.

POLICE

Request to Hire Mark Rosmarinofski as a full-time police officer at $22.00 per hour effective June 30, 2023 was submitted for approval.  Police Chief Michal Wallace read a short biography of Mr. Rosmarinofshi.
Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve the hiring of Mark Rosmarinofski as a full-time police officer at $22.00 per hour effective June 30, 2023.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.
FINANCE

Ambulance write offs in the amount of $94,379.84 (residents only $29,191.83, transfers to collections for residents who received insurance payments $4,825.85, transfer to collections for non-residents $52,736.04 and non-resident write off $7,626.12) was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve the ambulance write offs in the amount of $94,379.84 (residents only $29,191.83, transfers to collections for residents who received insurance payments $4,825.85, transfer to collections for non-residents $52,736.04 and non-resident write off $7,626.12).  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0-1.  Selectmen Cody voted nay.
LOCAL RIVER MANAGEMENT

Local River Management Advisory Committee Nominee form for Lauren Kaehler was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve the Lauren Kaehler to serve on the Lamprey River Advisory Committee.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.

PALMER OIL AGREEMENT
Palmer Gas and Oil contract to a fixed price of $2.795 per gallon for #2 Hearing Oil Prices and $1.450 per gallon for propane was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve the Palmer Gas and Oil contract to a fixed price of $2.795 per gallon for #2 Hearing Oil Prices and $1.450 per gallon for propane giving Chairman Trombley permission to sign the contract on behalf of the Board.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.

INTENT TO EXCAVATE

Intent to Excavate for the Town of Epping at map and lot 027-095 (Mary Blair baseball fields) was submitted for approval.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve the Intent to Excavate for the Town of Epping at map and lot 027-095 (Mary Blair baseball fields).  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to follow the Town’s Zoning Ordnance during this project with the excavator’s support.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Chairman Trombley giving Town Administrator Jake Roger permission to sign the Intent to Excavate on behalf of the Town of Epping.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
PEDDLER’S LICENSE
Peddlers Permit for Fox Pest Control for one week of door to door visits was submitted for approval.  There was not a representative from the company and the Board of Selectmen had questions. 
Motion by Chairman Trombley to continue the Peddlers Permit for Fox Pest Control until the next meeting July 10th.   Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.

ADMINISTRATION

Town Administrator Jake Roger submitted two options for chairs to be used in the meeting room.  Discussion continued regarding the kind of chairs, how many and reorganizing the tables.
Town Administrator Jake Roger thanked everyone who has gone to the Hazardous mitigation meetings.  He requested guidance regarding Mary Blair signs.  It was the consensus of the board to tape off the sand hill and add no trespassing signs with a temporary fence.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Town Administrator Jake Roger
Town Administrator Jake T. Roger thanked Greg for all his patience and emails.
Town Administrator Jake T. Roger welcomed Joyce back from vacation, thank you for hosting Greg’s retirement party along with Irene Cote and Joy True.
Town Administrator Jake T. Roger gave Planner Casey Wolfe a “shout out” for finding the Excavation Regulations. 
Town Administrator Jake T. Roger has received one bid for the Fire Alarm panel.  He will try to get more bids.  Mr. Dodge mentioned having this as a warrant article although there is money to be used in this year’s budget.
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN REPORTS
Selectman John Cody
Selectman Cody would like to see more coordination/communication between departments.  For example, the Fire Department could have helped Recreation Department with their CPR classes.

Selectman Cody had someone come to his door for spraying mosquitoes.  He believes they did not have a Peddler’s permit.

Selectman Bob Jordan

Selectman Jordan thanked Gregory C. Dodge for all he has done for the town as Police Chief and Town Administrator.

Selectman Tom Gauthier

Selectman Gauthier would like to see the water stains in the hallway and meeting room ceiling fixed caused from the roof leak.
Selectman Gauthier will not be here for the July 10th meeting, which will be Mr. Dodge’s last Selectmen’s meeting. Selectmen Gauthier wanted to say Thank You and “Greg, you’re the man”.
Selectman Pam Tibbetts

Selectman Tibbetts hasn’t worked with Mr. Dodge for long but knows him on a more personal level.  She will miss him either way.
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge thanked everyone involved for his open house.  He was glad to see a lot of people.
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge is working on the ARPA Funds rundown and what has been spent and where.  There will be a public hearing on July 10th to accept a portion of the ARPA Funds.
Chairman Joe Trombley

Chairman Trombley reported the first police negotiations meeting will be held on July 10 at 6 pm.  
Chairman Trombley mentioned the new ETV TV will be delivered tomorrow.  Glen, Bob and he will install it soon.

Chairman Trombley thought Greg’s Party went well and was well attended.  Mr. Dodge has one meeting left and he wanted to thank him for all the help and support. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.

ADJOURN

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.

Respectfully Submitted:

Joyce Blanchard
Executive Secretary

_______________________________

Joe Trombley, Chairman

_______________________________

Tom Gauthier, Vice-Chairman

_______________________________

Bob Jordan, Selectman
_______________________________

John Cody, Selectman
_______________________________

Pamela Tibbetts, Selectman

Dated:   July 10, 2023
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