BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Monday September 25, 2023
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ATTENDANCE

Chairman Joe Trombley, Vice-Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen Bob Jordan, John Cody and Pamela Tibbetts. Town Administrator Jake T. Roger; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

BUSINESS

Minutes from the Selectmen September 18, 2023 meeting was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the minutes from the Selectmen’s September 18, 2023 meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0-1.  Selectman Jordan abstained.
PRESCOTT ORCHARDS – ROAD ACCEPTANCE
Chairman Trombley met last week with Tim Matte from Prescott Orchards Land Development LLC, Selectmen John Cody, Town Administrator Jake Roger and Road Supervisor David Reinhold to discuss a parking area to access New Lane.  It was agreed the parking area will be on the right side before the detention pond and before the tree line.  This will not hinder the pond.  Mr. Matte has spoken with the neighbor’s and they are all in agreement.  Conservation will be asked to build a small bridge over the stream.  The parking should be created before winter.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to accept Orchard Hill Road, Cider Street, Cortland Drive, Macintosh Lane, Apple Way and Hetnar’s Way as Town roads with the exception to the parking area.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.
GRANESE WORKING HOURS

Chairman Trombley stated at the last Board of Selectmen’s meeting Granese requested permission to work Saturdays 7 AM – 5 PM until the end of October to finish the water line extension project.  The Selectmen offered to extend the hours during the week, 7 AM – 7 PM but no Saturdays.    Road Supervisor David Reinhold reported they need two good dry weather days to pave and need two Saturdays to finish the project.  Discussion continued regarding traffic on Saturdays.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to deny Granese the ability to work on Saturdays.  Seconded by Chairman Trombley.   Motion carried 5-0.
Resident and abutter Roy Mcclung from 16 Holt Road read a letter of disapproval how this project has been handled with a list of concerns and complaints.  He strongly opposes to Granese working on Saturdays and was pleased the request was voted to not work on Saturdays.
EPPING AUTO SALVAGE
Application for Epping Auto Salvage License on 47 Jenness Road was submitted for approval.

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the application for Epping Auto Salvage License on 47 Jenness Road.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
LARGE ASSEMBY PERMIT

Large Assembly Permit for the Block Party on October 28th from 4 PM – 7 PM on Main Street was submitted for approval.  Selectman Tibbetts announced this year’s theme will be “Circus Time”.  Face Painting and Food trucks will be available.  Hopefully a Fire Truck, High School Band, Chorus and Boy Scouts can attend.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the Large Assembly Permit for the Block Party on October 28th from 4 PM – 7 PM on Main Street.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.  

BUDGETS
Cemetery 
Chairman of the Cemetery Trustees Jerry Langdon explained the 38% increase in the cemetery budget.  An insurance claim check that was meant for the cemetery budget was deposited in the general fund.  This increase will give the money back to the Cemetery Trustees to continue training, cemetery maintenance, tree removal and the repurchase of cemetery lots. 
Police
Police Chief Michael Wallace requested permission to order two cruisers have them ordered.  If the budget does not get passed he will use the revolving fund if necessary to pay for them.  The department is still waiting on last year’s cruisers.  
Motion by Chairman Trombley allowing Detective Lieutenant Stephen Soares permission to order two cruisers at $47,470.00 each.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Police Chief Michael Wallace reviewed the Police Department Budget.  The increases in IT services, software, equipment maintenance, vehicle tolls and defibrillators in cruisers were discussed.  There were 2 changes made to the firearms & supply line.  
Motion by Chairman Trombley moving $3,000.00 for ammunition from the equipment line to the firearms and supply line.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Motion by Chairman Trombley moving $300.00 for OC Powder Projectiles from the equipment line to the firearms and supply line.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Selectman Cody thinks we should get a grant for the Police Department to have an All-Terrain Vehicle.  Police Chief Michael Wallace suggested having a warrant article to change the revolving fund use, then he can buy one from those funds. With all the conservation properties and the trail systems this is going to be needed.
Town Administration Department

Selectmen John Cody discussed having a policy created to have awards and recognition for those employees involved with code saves and field births.  Discussion followed.
Motion by Selectman Cody directing Town Administrator Jake Roger to facilitate an awards ceremony for the last two code saves including a formal presentation of awards to those involved from the Police and Fire Departments (including highway if they were involved).  Mr. Roger should create a list of what is involved with giving awards. The consensus of the Board was certificates and pins. Seconded by Chairman Trombley.   Motion carried 5-0.
Office supplies increased to purchase new Board of Selectmen iPads.  There was a general consensus these were not needed.

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to removed $10,400.00 for purchasing iPads for the Board of Selectmen.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.
Town Meeting

No Change

Boards and Commissions
The Professional Service line is where the Budget Secretary gets paid from.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to increase Professional Services by 4% in the amount of $1,245.00.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.
Selectman Cody would like to order publication/manuals from the NH Municipal Association for the Planning Board and Zoning Board Departments and Budget Committee members for training purposes.
Motion by Selectman Cody to increase the Office Supply line to $500.00 to purchase manuals for the Planning Board, Zoning Board and Budget Committee members for updates and training purposes.  Seconded by Chairman Trombley.   Motion carried 5-0.
Finance

Due to the new auditor contract, that line increased by $1,000.00.
IT Website

The IT software support decreased by $2,000.00 due to the Accu Fund software support not being used.  
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Town Administrator Jake Roger
Town Administrator Jake Roger explained Unitil will be boring under Route 125 from Walgreens to the strip mall for natural gas on October 2nd.
Town Administrator Jake Roger received a notice from Comcast there will be no internet at the Town Hall starting at 6 AM on Monday October 2, 2023.  The Town Hall will not be able to fully operate.  They did not provide a time the internet will be restored.
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN REPORTS
Selectman Tom Gauthier

Selectman Gauthier reported the ZBA overturned the Home Occupation for trailers at 28 High Street.  Selectman Gauthier wanted the neighborhood to realize it wasn’t the Board of Selectmen’s decision.
Selectman Pam Tibbetts

No report
Selectman John Cody
Selectman Cody asked if the price of the utility vehicle had the outfitting approved?  Some items from older vehicles can be transferred before going to Adamson to be outfitted.  He would also like to the Fire Chief and Inspector to have computers in their vehicles.
Selectman Cody still has safety concerns regarding the BMX Track at the NE Dragway property.  This track needs a separate license and will be discussed further next week.
Selectman Bob Jordan

Selectman Bob Jordan supports the certificate and pin for those employees involved in life saving moments.
Chairman Joe Trombley

Chairman Trombley said the Conservation Commission is an advisory board to the Planning Board.  They review plans and submit their findings for consideration.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to advise the Zoning Board with a letter of decision regarding denials and reasons made by the Board of Selectmen provided it is legally allowed.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.  

ADJOURN

Motion by Selectman Jordan to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM

Respectfully Submitted:

Joyce Blanchard
Executive Secretary
_______________________________

Joe Trombley, Chairman
_______________________________

Tom Gauthier, Vice-Chairman
_______________________________

Bob Jordan, Selectman

_______________________________

John Cody, Selectman

_______________________________

Pam Tibbetts, Selectman
Dated:   October 2, 2023
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