BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Monday October 2, 2023
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ATTENDANCE

Chairman Joe Trombley, Vice-Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen Bob Jordan, John Cody and Pamela Tibbetts. Town Administrator Jake T. Roger; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard.  

ENTER INTO NON-PUBLIC SESSION, RSA 91-A:3 II (a) compensation (b) hire (c) reputation

Motion by Chairman Trombley to enter into a non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II (a) compensation (b) hire (c) reputation.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen Bob Jordan, Pam Tibbetts, John Cody, Tom Gauthier, and Joe Trombley all voting aye.

RECONVENE

Chairman Joe Trombley reconvened the public session at 7:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

SEAL NON-PUBLIC MINUTES

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to seal the non-public minutes of October 2, 2023.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Minutes from the Selectmen September 25, 2023 meetings were submitted for approval.
The payroll manifest for the pay period ending September 28, 2023 in the amount of $164,542.53 was submitted for approval.

Accounts Payable manifest for the period ending September 28, 2023 in the amount of $1,550,178.55 ($1,000,000.00 for the School, $234,408.00 for the membrane project and $315,770.55 to the Town) was submitted for approval.

Land Use Change Tax form for map and lot 008-047-109 in the amount of $12,000 was submitted for approval.

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the consent calendar as submitted.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.
FIRE

Purchase Order #549 to Styker for a battery powered stair chair with equipment in the amount of $21,359.24 was submitted for approval.  Fire Chief Don DeAngelis said these funds will come out of impact fees.
Motion by Selectman Cody to approve the purchase order #549 to Styker for a battery powered stair chair with equipment in the amount of $21,359.24.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.
SANSOUCY AGREEMENT
Town Administrator Jake Roger explained this is a contract to continue litigation related to utilities and valuations.  He recommends moving forward with the contract to avoid a large abatement.

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve Sansoucy Associates agreement to continue litigation related to utilities and valuations.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
CONSERVATION

Appointment for Scott Pim and Dan McCombs as a Conservation Commission Members for a 3-year terms were submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the appointment for Scott Pim and Dan McCombs as a Conservation Commission Members for a 3-year terms.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0.
Appointment for Daphne Thurston as an Alternate to the Conservation Commission for a 1- year term was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the appointment for Daphne Thurston as an Alternate to the Conservation Commission for a 1- year term.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0.
7:15 PUBLIC HEARING – New England Dragway

Chairman Trombley read the public hearing notice regarding a request by New England Dragway to waive the provisions of the Town of Epping by-laws relating to the regulation and licensing of motor vehicle racetracks.  NE Dragway is requesting to race in November on the BMX track.
Discussion continued with New England Dragway Attorney Chris Branson explaining the history schedule for the BMX track.  Selectmen Gauthier explained the Race By-Laws were voted on by the voters and any changes should be put on the ballot.  New England Dragway General Manager Lydia Perry and Manager Paul Lorenti spoke in favor of the MBX race track schedule.  They followed last year’s procedure.  Their request to waive the by-laws is basically due to the bad weather this summer and not enough racing.  Chairman Trombley replied this discussion was to be had before October as there should be two separate licenses, MOU and schedules.
The Public Hearing was opened to the public.  There was not any public comment.  The Public Hearing was closed.

Motion by Selectman Jordan to allow the test and tune schedule for Saturdays and Sundays of November for 2023.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 3-2-0.  Selectmen Gauthier and Cody voted nay.

For full details refer to the ETV tape.

7:30 PUBLIC HEARING -PFAS REMEDIATION LOAN FUND

Chairman Trombley read the public hearing notice regarding the Town of Epping accepting a grant in the amount of $79,000.000 from the State of NH PFAS Remediation Loan Fund.
The Public Hearing was opened to the public.  There was not any public comment.  The Public Hearing was closed.

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the grant in the amount of $79,000.000 from the State of NH PFAS Remediation Loan Fund giving Town Administrator Jake Roger 

permission to sign documents for the Board of Selectmen.  Seconded by Selectman Cody. Motion carried 5-0.
7:45 STEVEN MINNON – DRIVEWAY VARIANCE

Chairman Trombley read the public hearing regarding Steven Minnon’s request for a driveway variance on 132 Blake Road.

Mr. Minnon explained his culvert situation, sizes of culvert, depth and driveway regulations.  Road Supervisor Dave Reinhold is concerned with future owner’s that might have driveway wash outs or clogging due to inappropriate installations of these culvert.

The Public Hearing was opened to the public.  Mr. Minnon’s neighbor spoke in favor of leaving the culverts as built as he trusts Mr. Minnon to do the right thing if they flood.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to have town counsel draft a deed restriction regarding this property/driveway.  Seconded by Chairman Trombley.  Motion carried 5-0.


APPOINTMENT – 76 Hunter Drive Culvert Extension
Mr. Janusz from 76 Hunter Drive explained his thoughts with a culvert extension from his driveway.  He has approval to fix the collapsing culvert under his driveway but would like to extend the culvert to eliminate weeds and wet ditches.  Road Supervisor and Mr. Janusz agreed if he used an 18-inch culvert from the catch basin this would be acceptable.

Town Administrator Jake Roger brought to the attention of the Board Star Speedway (who leases to the Monster Track event vendor) did not pay the final bill to the Police Department for detail.  The Police Department is requesting permission to pre-bill Star Speedway $5,000 or revoke their license until payment has been received.  Epping Town Counsel suggested a nonpublic meeting to discuss client attorney privilege.
RECREATION – BUDGET

Recreation Director Nicole Bizzaro reviewed the budget for Watson Academy and Recreation Department with no major changes.

The play “Spongebob” Play is coming soon, tickets can be purchased at eppingtheather.org.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Town Administrator Jake Roger
Town Administrator Jake Roger explained writing a letter to other Boards in town to explain reasons of denial from the Board of Selectmen is acceptable.
Town Administrator Jake Roger released the RFP for snow removal with the school.
Town Administrator Jake Roger said “Ready Rides” is looking for a new town representative from Epping to sit on their board. 
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN REPORTS
Selectman Tom Gauthier

No Report
Selectman Pam Tibbetts

Selectman Tibbetts gave an update on the Block Party. There will be a balloon artist, someone on stilts, a LED Hoola-hoop show and more.
Selectman John Cody
Selectman Cody asked the requirements of posting Public Hearing in the newspapers.  It would be inexpensive to use the web site and library.
Selectman Cody would like the surveys to continue for employees.  Town Administrator Jake Roger said he will have a power point ready this week.
Selectman Bob Jordan

Selectman Jordan reminded everyone the Grass Drags in Fremont is this weekend.
Chairman Joe Trombley

Chairman Trombley reminded everyone of Trick or Treat on October 30th, 5pm-7pm.
ENTER INTO NON-PUBLIC SESSION, RSA 91-A:3 II (l) legal

Motion by Chairman Trombley to enter into a non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II (l) legal and to adjourn immediately after.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen Bob Jordan, Pam Tibbetts, John Cody, Tom Gauthier, and Joe Trombley all voting aye.

Meeting adjourned at 10:01 PM.

Respectfully Submitted:

Joyce Blanchard
Executive Secretary
_______________________________

Joe Trombley, Chairman
_______________________________

Tom Gauthier, Vice-Chairman
_______________________________

Bob Jordan, Selectman
_______________________________

John Cody, Selectmen

_______________________________

Pam Tibbetts, Selectman
Dated:   October 16, 2023
BOS October 2, 2023

PAGE  
7
BOS October 2, 2023


[image: image1.png]