BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Monday, February 5, 2024
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ATTENDANCE

Chairman Joe Trombley, Vice-Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen Bob Jordan, John Cody and Pamela Tibbetts; Town Administrator Jake T. Roger; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard.  
ENTER INTO NON-PUBLIC SESSION, RSA 91-A:3 II (a)discipline/compensation
(c)reputation
Motion by Chairman Trombley to enter into a non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II (a)discipline/compensation (c)reputation.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen John Cody, Pam Tibbetts, Tom Gauthier, and Joe Trombley all voting aye.  
RECONVENE

Chairman Trombley reconvened the public session at 7:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CONSENT CALENDAR

Minutes from the Selectmen January 22, 2024 meeting was submitted for approval.
The payroll manifest for the pay period ending February 1, 2024 in the amount of $166,388.00 was submitted for approval.

Accounts Payable manifest for the period ending February 1, 2024 in the amount of $2,031,187.97 ($1,000,000.00 to the school, $69,700.00 to the water main extension project, $90,000.00 is the school impact fee payment, $87,424.00 Canterbury refund overpayment, $404,207.61 to the Lagoon Project and $379,856.36 to the Town) was submitted for approval.

Veteran Credits for Jeremy Allan at map and lot 023-070, Robert Ingalls at map and lot 027-035 and Austin Barbary at map and lot 028-038-150 were submitted for approval.
Veteran Service Connected Total Disability Tax Credits for Thomas Gingras at map and lot 023-031-031D and Richard Gagnier at map and lot 029-088 were submitted for approval.

Elderly Exemption for Lance Cole at map and lot 027-186 MH was submitted for approval.
Abatement for Richard and Patricia Plouff at 55 Leddy Drive was submitted for approval.

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the Consent Calendar as submitted.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.   Motion carried 5-0.
BUSINESS
PEDDLERS PERMIT
April 2024 – April 2025 Peddlers/Vendors License renewal application for Kathleen Patterson/B&K Bowls and Wraps was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the April 2024 – April 2025 Peddlers/Vendors License application for Kathleen Patterson/B&K Bowls and Wraps.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
FIRE

Purchase Order #566 to Firematic Supply Company for two shut offs and two nozzles in the amount of $2,160.00 was submitted for approval.  Fire Chief Don DeAngelis explained these were damaged in the recent fire.  He is hoping to be reimbursed through the insurance company.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the purchase order #566 to Firematic Supply Company for two shut offs and two nozzles in the amount of $2,160.00 being paid from the budget.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.   Motion carried 5-0.
Fire Chief Don DeAngelis announced the State Forestry Department has a rescue boat at Fort Bragg SC they would like to give (lend) the Town of Epping.  It is bigger than the boat the Fire Department has now and comes with a 30-horse motor.  Assistant Fire Chief Joe Lombardo has offered to transport the boat to Epping from SC.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to authorize the Fire Department to acquire the newer boat at no charge to the Town of Epping.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.   Motion carried 5-0.
HIGHWAY

Purchase Order #568 to Allegiance Trucks, LLC to replace parts (exhaust pipe) on Truck #2 in the amount of $8,404.49 was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the purchase order #568 to Allegiance Trucks, LLC to replace parts on Truck #2 in the amount of $8,404.49.  Seconded by Chairman Trombley.   Motion carried 5-0.
RECREATION

Purchase Order #567 to Cintas Fire to replace a part of the Watson Academy Sprinkler System in the amount of $4,511.31 was submitted for approval.  Discussion followed regarding the failed inspection and acquiring another quote along with the contracted amount through Cintas.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to table the purchase order #567 to Cintas Fire until the next meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.   Motion carried 5-0.
Town Administrator Jake Roger explained the need for a new boiler in Watson Academy.  Discussion about the difference between a propane warm air system and mini splits along with the cost followed.  
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to gather quotes for both a propane warm air system and mini splits asking for any alternate recommendations.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
CONSERVATION APPOINTMENT

Appointment for Scott Pim as an Alternate to the Conservation Commission for a 3-year term was submitted for approval.

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the appointment for Scott Pim as an Alternate to the Conservation Commission for a 3-year term.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
Appointment for Joe Trombley as a member of the Conservation Commission for a 1-year term was submitted for approval.  Chairman Trombley would like to have a conversation with the Conservation Commission before his appointment.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to table the appointment for Joe Trombley as a member of the Conservation Commission for a 1-year term.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
CONTINGENCY FEE AGREEMENT

Town Administrator Jake Roger presented a Contingency Fee Agreement from Town Counsel regarding Town of Epping v. Jeffrey T. Clay.  This will cover any cost for legal representation.

Motion by Selectman Cody to accept the Contingency Fee Agreement from Town Counsel regarding Town of Epping v. Jeffrey T. Clay as stated.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 4-1.  Chairman Trombley voted nay.

TOWN ADMINISTATOR REPORT
Town Administrator Jake Roger 

Town Administrator Jake Roger publicized a Police Officer position is open if anyone is interested.

Town Administrator Jake Roger said the Town Deliberative Meeting is tomorrow night, February 6th here at the Town hall at 7PM.  
Town Administrator Jake Roger announced Candidates Night will be February 21st, here at 7PM.  The contested races are Board of Selectmen, Budget Committee, Moderator, Planning Board and ZBA.
Town Administrator Jake Roger explained members of the Police Department have offered to help plow in case of emergency.   Receiving overtime and working after hours or before their shift was a concern.  A cost comparison of drivers with CDL’s and what the police would make on overtime needs to made.

INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN REPORTS
Selectman Tom Gauthier
No report
Selectman Pam Tibbetts

No report
Selectman John Cody
No report
Selectman Bob Jordan

No report
Chairman Joe Trombley

Chairman Trombley stated he would not be able to attend Candidates night.
Chairman Trombley said the Board of Selectmen can decide who will present each article tomorrow.

Chairman Trombley announced the School Deliberative meeting will be on Thursday the 8th at 7PM in the school gym.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to enter into a non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II (a)discipline/compensation (l)legal.  Seconded by Selectman Cody.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen John Cody, Pam Tibbetts, Tom Gauthier, and Joe Trombley all voting aye.  

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to seal the non-public minutes.  Seconded by Chairman Trombley.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen John Cody, Pam Tibbetts, Tom Gauthier, and Joe Trombley all voting aye.  

Motion by Chairman Trombley to authorize the ETV payment to Keynote Media and have Town Administrator Jake Roger sign the purchase order.  Seconded by Selectmen Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM.

Respectfully Submitted:

Joyce Blanchard

Executive Secretary

_______________________________

Joe Trombley, Chairman

_______________________________

Tom Gauthier, Vice-Chairman
________________________________

Bob Jordan, Selectman

_______________________________

John Cody, Selectman

_______________________________

Pam Tibbetts, Selectman
Dated:   February 20, 2024
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